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    is driven by curiosity and a desire 
to explore the world around him.

He has several tools for exploration:

vision

to
uc
htaste

But he does not categorize them this way.... 

His instinct tells him: use them all!



Higgs

Learning from this:
Lets use all of our tools to explore the

(As you will see, 
the multi-sensory 

approach will be useful).

Blankenburg, Ellis, Isidori 1202.5704
RH, Kopp, Zupan 1209.1397



Higgs Couplings:  SM
The Higgs couplings in the SM are determined. 
Thats why they are so important to measure!

Yukawa couplings: 

yi =
mi

v
with

In the SM Yukawa couplings are:

* Flavor diagonal.
* Real (CP is conserved).

L � yihf
i
Lf

i
R + h.c.
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Fermions can get a mass from several sources.    
For example:

Higgs Couplings: New Physics

Y ij
1 H1f

i
Lf

j
R + Y ij

2 H2f
i
Lf

j
R

Y ijHf i
Lf

j
R + Ŷ ij |H|2

⇤2
Hf i

Lf
j
R

2 doublet model:

Higher dim. op:

- or - 

Two sources can be misaligned 
in flavor and/or in phase.



Higgs Couplings: New Physics
The Higgs boson then has more general couplings: 

L � Yij hf
i
Lf

j
R + h.c.

With NP Yukawa couplings can be:

* Flavor off-diagonal*.

* complex (CP violating).

* Both.

* To avoid tuning we expect                      ,

   but phases can be of order one.

Yij .
p
mimj

v

lets call couplings that 

satisfy this “n
atural”



So,  in addition to these              ,

there are a lot more couplings the Higgs 

can have, and that we should probe.

HSMσ/σBest fit -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8
 ZZ→H 

 WW (VH tag)→H 
 WW (VBF tag)→H 

 WW (0/1 jet)→H 
 (VBF tag)γγ →H 

 (untagged)γγ →H 
 (VH tag)ττ →H 

 (VBF tag)ττ →H 
 (0/1 jet)ττ →H 

 bb (ttH tag)→H 
 bb (VH tag)→H 

CMS Preliminary
-1

 = 7 TeV, L = 5.1 fbs
-1

 = 8 TeV, L = 5.3 fbs

 = 125 GeV
H m

Low energy experiments are crucial 

to test many of these couplings.



Leptonic Flavor Violation

respect to the fermion mass matrix m in Eq. (1).

The simplest example for a full theory of this class is a type III two Higgs doublet model

(2HDM) where both Higgses obtain a vev and couple to fermions. In the full theory both

of the scalars then have a Lagrangian of the form (1)

LY = �mif̄
i
Lf

i
R � Y a

ij(f̄
i
Lf

j
R)h

a + h.c.+ · · · , (8)

where the index a runs over all the scalars (with Y a
ij imaginary for pseudoscalars), and mi

receives contributions from both vevs. In addition there is also a scalar potential which

mixes the two Higgses. Diagonalizing the Higgs mass matrix then also changes Y a
ij , but

removes the Higgs mixing. For our purposes it is simplest to work in the Higgs mass basis.

All the results for a single Higgs are then trivially modified, replacing our final expressions

below by a sum over several Higgses. For a large mass gap, where only one Higgs is light, the

contributions from the heavier Higgs are power suppressed, unless its flavor violating Yukawa

couplings are parametrically larger than those of the light Higgs. The contributions from

the heavy Higgs correspond to the higher dimensional operators discussed in the previous

paragraph. This example can be trivially generalized to models with many Higgs doublets.

We next derive constraints on flavor violating Higgs couplings and work out the allowed

branching fractions for flavor violation Higgs decays. In placing the bounds we will neglect

the FV contributions of the remaining states in the full theory. Our bounds thus apply

barring cancellations with these other terms.

III. LEPTONIC FLAVOR VIOLATING HIGGS DECAYS

The FV decays h ! eµ, e⌧, µ⌧ arise at tree level from the assumed flavor violating Yukawa

interactions, Eq. (1), where the relevant terms are explicitly

LY �� YeµēLµRh� Yµeµ̄LeRh� Ye⌧ ēL⌧Rh� Y⌧e⌧̄LeRh� Yµ⌧ µ̄L⌧Rh� Y⌧µ⌧̄LµRh+ h.c. .

(9)

The bounds on the FV Yukawa couplings are collected in Table I, where for simplicity of

presentation the flavor diagonal muon and tau Yukawa couplings,

LY � �Yµµµ̄LµRh� Y⌧⌧ ⌧̄L⌧Rh+ h.c. , (10)

6

Which experiments constrain the Yij’s?



Higgs couplings to µe
Higgs coupling to µe is constrained, e.g. by:
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Figure 12: The two loop diagrams contributing to ⌧ ! µ�.
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the arguments are zth = m2

t/m
2

H , zWh = m2

W/m2

H , while the prefactor is

 =
↵

16⇡

g2

m2

W

v

m⌧

=
↵

2
p
2⇡

GF

v

m⌧

. (A9)

The contributions from the 2-loop diagrams with an internal Z are smaller as they are

suppressed by 1� 4s2W ' 0.08. They are
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with sW ⌘ sin ✓W , cW ⌘ cos ✓W , tW ⌘ tan ✓W , ztz ⌘ m2

t/m
2

Z, zWZ ⌘ m2

W/m2

Z and the loop
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mu to e gamma &  mu to 3e  (at  1 and 2-loop):
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Figure 1: Diagrams contributing to the flavor violating decay ⌧ ! µ�, mediated by a Higgs boson

with flavor violating Yukawa couplings.

The bounds on the FV Yukawa couplings are collected in Table I, where for simplicity of

presentation the flavor diagonal muon and tau Yukawa couplings,

LY � �Yµµµ̄LµRh� Y⌧⌧ ⌧̄L⌧Rh+ h.c. , (10)

were set equal to their respective SM values
�

Yµµ

�

S

M

= mµ/v,
�

Y⌧⌧

�

S

M

= m⌧/v. Similar

bounds on FV Higgs couplings to quarks are collected in Table II. Similar constraints on

flavor violating Higgs decays have been present recently also in [24]. While our results agree

qualitatively with previous ones, small numerical di↵erences are expected because we avoid

some of the approximations made by previous authors. We also consider some constraining

processes not discussed before.

We first give more details on how the bounds in Tables I and II were obtained and then

move on to predictions for the allowed sizes of the FV Higgs decays.

A. Constraints from ⌧ ! µ�, ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e�

The e↵ective Lagrangian for the ⌧ ! µ� decay is given by

L
e

↵

= cLQL� + cRQR� + h.c. , (11)

where the dim-5 electromagnetic penguin operators are

QL�,R� =
e

8⇡2

m⌧

�

µ̄ �↵�PL,R⌧
�

F↵� ,
(12)

with ↵, � the Lorentz indices and F↵� the electromagnetic field strength tensor. The Wilson

coe�cients cL and cR receive contributions from the two 1-loop diagrams shown in Fig. 1

(with the first one dominant), and a comparable contribution from Barr-Zee type 2-loop

7
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flavor violating Higgs decays have been present recently also in [24]. While our results agree

qualitatively with previous ones, small numerical di↵erences are expected because we avoid

some of the approximations made by previous authors. We also consider some constraining

processes not discussed before.

We first give more details on how the bounds in Tables I and II were obtained and then

move on to predictions for the allowed sizes of the FV Higgs decays.

A. Constraints from ⌧ ! µ�, ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e�

The e↵ective Lagrangian for the ⌧ ! µ� decay is given by

L
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= cLQL� + cRQR� + h.c. , (11)

where the dim-5 electromagnetic penguin operators are
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with ↵, � the Lorentz indices and F↵� the electromagnetic field strength tensor. The Wilson

coe�cients cL and cR receive contributions from the two 1-loop diagrams shown in Fig. 1

(with the first one dominant), and a comparable contribution from Barr-Zee type 2-loop
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Figure 5: Diagrams contributing to µ ! e conversion in nuclei via the flavor violating HiggsYukawa couplings Yµe and Yeµ.
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The experimental constraint �10⇥ 10�2

0 e cm < dµ < 8⇥ 10�2

0 e cm [29] translates into therather weak limit �0.8 . Im(Yµ⌧Y⌧µ) . 1.0.
A similar diagram with electrons instead of muons on the external legs also contributes tothe electron EDM, de. The experimental constraint |de| < 0.105⇥ 10�2

6e cm [29] translatesinto |Im(Ye⌧Y⌧e)| < 1.1⇥10�8 for a tau running in the loop, and into |Im(YeµYµe)| < 9.8⇥10�8for a muon running in the loop.

F. Constraints from µ ! e conversion in nuclei

Very stringent constraints on the FV Yukawa couplings Yµe and Yeµ come from experi-mental searches for µ ! e conversion in nuclei. The relevant diagrams with one insertion ofthe FV Yukawa coupling are shown in Fig. 5. An e↵ective scalar interaction arises alreadyat tree level from the first diagram in Fig. 5, while vector and electromagnetic dipole contri-butions arise at one loop level. We give complete expressions for the tree level and one loopcontributions in Appendix A 3. There are also two-loop contributions, similar to the ones

13

mu to e conversion (will improve 4 orders of  magni tude !!!):



Higgs couplings to µe
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Higgs couplings to τµ

RH, Kopp, Zupan 1209.1397

LHC  h→τµ  gives 
dominant bound.

(currently just a theorist’s 
re-interpretation)

“natural models” are 
within reach.
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Figure 6: Constraints on the flavor violating Yukawa couplings |Ye⌧ |, |Y⌧e| (upper left panel), |Yeµ|,
|Yµe| (upper right panel) and |Yµ⌧ |, |Y⌧µ| (lower panel) of a 125 GeV Higgs boson. The diagonal

Yukawa couplings are approximated by their SM values. Thin blue dashed lines are contours of

constant BR for h ! ⌧e, h ! µe and h ! ⌧µ, respectively, whereas thick blue lines are the

LHC limits derived in Sec. VA. (These limits could be greatly improved with dedicated searches

on existing LHC data, see Sec. VC.) Shaded regions show the constraints discussed in Sec. III

as indicated in the plots. Note that g � 2 [EDM] searches (diagonal black dotted lines) are only

sensitive to parameter combinations of the form Re(Y↵�Y�↵) [Im(Y↵�Y�↵)]. We also show limits

from a combination of g � 2 and EDM searches with marginalization over the complex phases

of the Yukawa couplings (green shaded regions). Note that (g � 2)µ provides upper and lower

limits (as indicated by the double-sided arrows in the lower panel) if the discrepancy between the

measurement and the SM prediction [38, 43] is taken into account. The thin red dotted lines show

rough naturalness limits YijYji . mimj/v2 (see Sec. II).
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Figure 6: Constraints on the flavor violating Yukawa couplings |Ye⌧ |, |Y⌧e| (upper left panel), |Yeµ|,
|Yµe| (upper right panel) and |Yµ⌧ |, |Y⌧µ| (lower panel) of a 125 GeV Higgs boson. The diagonal

Yukawa couplings are approximated by their SM values. Thin blue dashed lines are contours of

constant BR for h ! ⌧e, h ! µe and h ! ⌧µ, respectively, whereas thick blue lines are the

LHC limits derived in Sec. VA. (These limits could be greatly improved with dedicated searches

on existing LHC data, see Sec. VC.) Shaded regions show the constraints discussed in Sec. III

as indicated in the plots. Note that g � 2 [EDM] searches (diagonal black dotted lines) are only

sensitive to parameter combinations of the form Re(Y↵�Y�↵) [Im(Y↵�Y�↵)]. We also show limits

from a combination of g � 2 and EDM searches with marginalization over the complex phases

of the Yukawa couplings (green shaded regions). Note that (g � 2)µ provides upper and lower

limits (as indicated by the double-sided arrows in the lower panel) if the discrepancy between the

measurement and the SM prediction [38, 43] is taken into account. The thin red dotted lines show

rough naturalness limits YijYji . mimj/v2 (see Sec. II).
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Figure 6: Constraints on the flavor violating Yukawa couplings |Ye⌧ |, |Y⌧e| (upper left panel), |Yeµ|,
|Yµe| (upper right panel) and |Yµ⌧ |, |Y⌧µ| (lower panel) of a 125 GeV Higgs boson. The diagonal

Yukawa couplings are approximated by their SM values. Thin blue dashed lines are contours of

constant BR for h ! ⌧e, h ! µe and h ! ⌧µ, respectively, whereas thick blue lines are the

LHC limits derived in Sec. VA. (These limits could be greatly improved with dedicated searches

on existing LHC data, see Sec. VC.) Shaded regions show the constraints discussed in Sec. III

as indicated in the plots. Note that g � 2 [EDM] searches (diagonal black dotted lines) are only

sensitive to parameter combinations of the form Re(Y↵�Y�↵) [Im(Y↵�Y�↵)]. We also show limits

from a combination of g � 2 and EDM searches with marginalization over the complex phases

of the Yukawa couplings (green shaded regions). Note that (g � 2)µ provides upper and lower

limits (as indicated by the double-sided arrows in the lower panel) if the discrepancy between the

measurement and the SM prediction [38, 43] is taken into account. The thin red dotted lines show

rough naturalness limits YijYji . mimj/v2 (see Sec. II).
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τe is similar to τµ.... but:

Electron EDM is 
interesting here!

h
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Y ⇤
eµPL + YµePR

Y ⇤
eµPL + YµePR

Figure 3: Diagram leading to muonium–antimuonium oscillations.

⌧

h

⌧µ

�

µ
Y ⇤
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⌧µPL + Yµ⌧PR

Figure 4: A diagram contributing to the anomalous magnetic moment g � 2 of the muon through

FV couplings of the Higgs to ⌧µ.

where "X and #X are the spin orientations of particle X. We can work in the non-

relativistic limit here. For a contact interaction, the spatial wave function of muonium,

�
1s = exp(�r/aM)/[⇡a3M ]1/2 only needs to be evaluated at the origin. (Here r is the

electron–antimuon distance and aM = (me +mµ)/(memµ↵) is the muonium Bohr radius.)

The resulting mass splitting between the two mass eigenstates of the mixed M–M̄ system

is [34],

�M = 2 |M
¯MM | = |Yµe + Y ⇤

eµ|2
2⇡a3m2

h

, (19)

and the time-integrated conversion probability is

P (M ! M̄) =

Z 1

0

dt�µ sin2(�M t) e��µt =
2

�2

µ/(�M)2 + 4
. (20)

The bound from the MACS experiment [33] then translates into |Yµe + Y ⇤
eµ| < 0.079.

D. Constraints from magnetic dipole moments

The CP conserving and CP violating parts of the diagram in Fig. 4 generate magnetic

and electric dipole moments of the muon, respectively. Since the experimental value of the

11
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Meson Mixing
Meson mixing’s powerful:
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Figure 7: Two representative diagrams through which flavor violating Higgs Yukawa couplings can

contribute to neutral meson mixing.

the reach of the LHC as we shall show in Sec. V. The allowed sizes of these two decay widths

are comparable to the sizes of decay widths into nonstandard decay channels (such as the

invisible decay width) that are allowed by global fits [38]. If there is no significant negative

contribution to Higgs production through gluon fusion, one has BR(h ! invisible) . 20%,

while allowing for arbitrarily large modifications of gluon and photon couplings to the Higgs

constrain BR(h ! invisible) . 65% [38]. These two bounds apply without change also to

BR(h ! ⌧µ), BR(h ! ⌧e) and BR(h ! eµ).

In contrast to decays involving a ⌧ lepton, the branching ratio for h ! eµ is extremely

well constrained by µ ! e� and µ ! e conversion bounds, and is required to be below

BR(h ! eµ) . 2⇥ 10�8, well beyond the reach of the LHC.

IV. HADRONIC FLAVOR VIOLATING DECAYS OF THE HIGGS

We next consider flavor violating decays of the Higgs to quarks. We first discuss two-body

decays to light quarks, h ! b̄d, b̄s, s̄d, c̄u, and then turn to FV three body decays mediated

by an o↵-shell top, h ! t̄⇤c ! Wb̄c and h ! t̄⇤u ! Wb̄u as well as FV top decays to t ! ch

and t ! uh. Our limits are summarized in Table II.
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Technique Coupling Constraint

D0 oscillations [48]
|Yuc|2, |Ycu|2 < 5.0⇥ 10�9

|YucYcu| < 7.5⇥ 10�10

B0

d oscillations [48]
|Ydb|2, |Ybd|2 < 2.3⇥ 10�8

|YdbYbd| < 3.3⇥ 10�9

B0

s oscillations [48]
|Ysb|2, |Ybs|2 < 1.8⇥ 10�6

|YsbYbs| < 2.5⇥ 10�7

K0 oscillations [48]

Re(Y 2

ds), Re(Y
2

sd) [�5.9 . . . 5.6]⇥ 10�10

Im(Y 2

ds), Im(Y 2

sd) [�2.9 . . . 1.6]⇥ 10�12

Re(Y ⇤
dsYsd) [�5.6 . . . 5.6]⇥ 10�11

Im(Y ⇤
dsYsd) [�1.4 . . . 2.8]⇥ 10�13

single-top production [49]

p

|Y 2

tc|+ |Yct|2 < 3.7
p

|Y 2

tu|+ |Yut|2 < 1.6

t ! hj [50]

p

|Y 2

tc|+ |Yct|2 < 0.34
p

|Y 2

tu|+ |Yut|2 < 0.34

D0 oscillations [48]

|YutYct|, |YtuYtc| < 7.6⇥ 10�3

|YtuYct|, |YutYtc| < 2.2⇥ 10�3

|YutYtuYctYtc|1/2 < 0.9⇥ 10�3

neutron EDM [37] Im(YutYtu) < 4.4⇥ 10�8

Table II: Constraints on flavor violating Higgs couplings to quarks. We have assumed a Higgs mass

mh = 125 GeV, and we have taken the diagonal Yukawa couplings at their SM values.

by an o↵-shell top, h ! t̄⇤c ! Wb̄c and h ! t̄⇤u ! Wb̄u as well as FV top decays to t ! ch

and t ! uh. Our limits are summarized in Table II.

A. Flavor violating Higgs decays into light quarks

Flavor violating Higgs couplings to quarks can generate flavor changing neutral currents

(FCNCs) at tree level, see Fig. 7 (a), and are thus well constrained by the measured Bd,s �
B̄d,s, K0 � K̄0 and D0 � D̄0 mixing rates. Integrating out the Higgs generates an e↵ective
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“Natural” models are constrained!
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A variety of techniques:
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FV Couplings with top
A variety of techniques:
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(Probing “natural” models).
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Figure 3: Diagram leading to muonium–antimuonium oscillations.
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Figure 4: A diagram contributing to the anomalous magnetic moment g � 2 of the muon through

FV couplings of the Higgs to ⌧µ.

where "X and #X are the spin orientations of particle X. We can work in the non-

relativistic limit here. For a contact interaction, the spatial wave function of muonium,

�
1

s = exp(�r/aM)/[⇡a3M ]1/2 only needs to be evaluated at the origin. (Here r is the

electron–antimuon distance and aM = (me +mµ)/(memµ↵) is the muonium Bohr radius.)

The resulting mass splitting between the two mass eigenstates of the mixed M–M̄ system

is [34],

�M = 2 |M ¯MM | = |Yµe + Y ⇤
eµ|2

2⇡a3m2

h

, (19)

and the time-integrated conversion probability is

P (M ! M̄) =

Z 1

0

dt�µ sin2(�M t) e��µt =
2

�2

µ/(�M)2 + 4
. (20)

The bound from the MACS experiment [33] then translates into |Yµe + Y ⇤
eµ| < 0.079.

D. Constraints from magnetic dipole moments

The CP conserving and CP violating parts of the diagram in Fig. 4 generate magnetic

and electric dipole moments of the muon, respectively. Since the experimental value of the
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Two Loop EDM
Electron or neutron EDM at 2-loops (Barr-Zee):
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Figure 12: The two loop diagrams contributing to ⌧ ! µ�.

keeping only the leading terms (so that only the first terms in (A1), (A2) contribute), the

above expressions simplify to (13) if the diagonal Yukawa couplings are real. The simplified

expressions for ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e� (with a muon running in the loop) are obtained from

(13) with trivial modifications, while the simplified expression for µ ! e� with a ⌧ running

in the loop is given in Eq. (16).

2. Two loop expressions for ⌧ ! µ�, ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e�

At two loops there are numerically important diagrams with top or W running in the

loop, attached to the Higgs. Here we translate the results of [36] into our notation and adapt

them to the case of ⌧ ! µ�. The diagrams with top and photon in the loops (see Fig. 12

top left) contributes as

�ct�L = �6Q2

t

v

mt

Y ⇤
⌧µ

⇥

Re(Ytt)f(zth)� iIm(Ytt)g(zth)
⇤

, (A4)

while the W -photon 2-loop contribution is

�cW�
L = Y ⇤

⌧µ

h

3f(zWh) + 5g(zWh) +
3

4

g(zWh) +
3

4

h(zWh) +
f(zWh)� g(zwh)

2zWh

i

. (A5)
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keeping only the leading terms (so that only the first terms in (A1), (A2) contribute), the

above expressions simplify to (13) if the diagonal Yukawa couplings are real. The simplified

expressions for ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e� (with a muon running in the loop) are obtained from

(13) with trivial modifications, while the simplified expression for µ ! e� with a ⌧ running

in the loop is given in Eq. (16).
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At two loops there are numerically important diagrams with top or W running in the
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LHC & EDMS
Top couplings are probed both by the LHC (gluon fusion)  

and by EDM experiments. Interpley
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Summary:

Leptons Probe

µ-e muons

τ-e eEDM*

τ-µ LHC

d-quarks Probe

s-d K-K

b-d B-B

b-s Bs-Bs

d-quarks Probe

c-u D-D

t-u nEDM*

t-c LHC / D-D

Phase Probe

e e-EDM

u,d nEDM

γ eEDM

Flavor violation:

*LHC, if CP is conserved.

CP violation:
Phase Probe

t EDMs

τ LHC / 
Higgs factory

Z LHC

Multiple probes 
across frontiers!

Almost all channels 
are sensitive at well 

motivated levels!
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Conclusions
Probing the Higgs requires many sensory tools!   

LHC

Higgs Factory

A strong program of precision & rare processes.

A deviation from the SM could                                        
show up in any of these.
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1. Rip a page from a paper 
that modifies Higgs 
couplings. 

2. Sprinkle flavor indices  all 
over the place.

3. Re-diagonalize mass 
matrix.
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Flavor Violating Higgs 
Writing it a bit more neatly, we get: 

implicitly understood. In the SM the Higgs couplings are diagonal, Yij = (mi/v)�ij, but

in general NP models the structure of the Yij can be very di↵erent. Note that we use the

normalization v = 246 GeV here. The goal of the paper is to set bounds on Yij and identify

interesting channels for Higgs decays at the LHC. Throughout we will assume that the Higgs

is the only additional degree of freedom with mass O(100 GeV) and that the Yij’s are the

only source of flavor violation. These assumptions are not necessarily valid in general, but

will be a good approximation in many important classes of new physics frameworks. Let

us now show how Yij 6= (mi/v)�ij can arise in two qualitatively di↵erent categories of NP

models.

a. A single Higgs theory. Let us first explore the possibility that the Higgs is the only

field that causes EWSB. For simplicity let us also assume that at energies below ⇠ 200 GeV

the spectrum consists solely of the SM particles: three generations of quarks and leptons,

the SM gauge bosons and the Higgs at 125 GeV. Additional heavy fields (e.g. scalar or

fermionic partners which address the hierarchy problem) can be integrated out, so that we

can work in e↵ective field theory (EFT)—the e↵ective Standard Model. In addition to the

SM Lagrangian

LSM = f̄ j
Li /Df j

L + f̄ j
Ri /Df j

R �
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�ij(f̄
i
Lf

j
R)H + h.c.

⇤

+DµH
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H†H � v2

2
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2

, (2)

there are then also higher dimensional terms due to the heavy degrees of freedom that were

integrated out:

�LY = ��0
ij

⇤2

(f̄ i
Lf

j
R)H(H†H) + h.c.+ · · · , (3)

Here we have written out explicitly only the terms that modify the Yukawa interactions.

We can truncate the expansion after the terms of dimension 6, since these already su�ce to

completely decouple the values of the fermion masses from the values of fermion couplings

to the Higgs boson (see also [15]). Additional dimension 6 operators involving derivatives

include

�LD =
�ij
L

⇤2

(f̄ i
L�

µf j
L)(H

†i
 !
DµH) +

�ij
R

⇤2

(f̄ i
R�

µf j
R)(H

†i
 !
DµH) + · · · , (4)

where (H†i
 !
DµH) ⌘ H†iDµH � (iDµH†)H. The couplings �0

ij are complex in general,

while the �ij
L,R are real. The derivative couplings do not give rise to fermion-fermion-Higgs

couplings after EWSB and are irrelevant for our analysis. In Eq. (4) there are in principle
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also terms of the form (f̄ i
L,Ri /Df j

L.R)H
†H, which, however, can be shown to be equivalent to

(3) by using equations of motion.

After electroweak symmetry breaking (EWSB) and diagonalization of the mass matrices,

one obtains the Yukawa Lagrangian in Eq. (1), with

p
2m = VL



�+
v2

2⇤2

�0
�

V †
R v ,

p
2Y = VL



�+ 3
v2

2⇤2

�0
�

V †
R , (5)

where the unitary matrices VL, VR are those which diagonalize the mass matrix, and v =

246 GeV. In the mass basis we can write

Yij =
mi

v
�ij +

v2p
2⇤2

�̂ij , (6)

where �̂ = VL�0VR. In the limit ⇤ ! 1 one obtains the SM, where the Yukawa matrix Y is

diagonal, Y v = m. For ⇤ of the order of the electroweak scale, on the other hand, the mass

matrix and the couplings of the Higgs to fermions can be very di↵erent as �̂ is in principle

an arbitrary non-diagonal matrix.

Taking the o↵ diagonal Yukawa couplings nonzero can come with a theoretical price.

Consider, for instance, a two flavor mass matrix involving ⌧ and µ. If the o↵-diagonal entries

are very large the mass spectrum is generically not hierarchical. A hierarchical spectrum

would require a delicate cancellation among the various terms in Eq. (5). Tuning is avoided

if [28]

|Y⌧µYµ⌧ | . mµm⌧

v2
, (7)

with similar conditions for the other o↵ diagonal elements. Even though we will keep this

condition in the back of our minds, we will not restrict the parameter space to fulfill it.

b. Models with several sources of EWSB: Let us now discuss the case where the Higgs

at 125 GeV is not the only scalar that breaks electroweak symmetry. The modification of

the above discussion is straightforward. The additional sources of EWSB are assumed to

be heavy and can thus still be integrated out. Their EWSB e↵ects can be described by a

spurion � that formally transforms under electroweak global symmetry and then obtains

a vacuum expectation value (vev), which breaks the electroweak symmetry. If � has the

quantum numbers (2, 1/2) under SU(2)L ⇥ U(1)Y it can contribute to quark and lepton

masses.2 This allows the Yukawa interactions Y of the 125 GeV Higgs to be misaligned with

2 A spurion which transforms as a triplet can also contribute to Majorana masses for neutrinos.
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An arbitrary matrix!
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“Natural” FV
FV that’s too large comes at a tuning price:

Requiring no cancelation in the determinant
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(same for any pair of fermions)

In an era of data, considerations of fine 
tuning are not of huge importance...

But we’ll keep it in the back of our mind.



LFV Summary
Channel Coupling Bound

µ ! e�
p|Yµe|2 + |Yeµ|2 < 3.6⇥ 10�6

µ ! 3e
p|Yµe|2 + |Yeµ|2 < 0.31

electron g � 2 Re(YeµYµe) �0.019 . . . 0.026

electron EDM |Im(YeµYµe)| < 9.8⇥ 10�8

µ ! e conversion
p|Yµe|2 + |Yeµ|2 < 4.6⇥ 10�5

M -M̄ oscillations |Yµe + Y ⇤
eµ| < 0.079

⌧ ! e�
p|Y⌧e|2 + |Ye⌧ |2 < 0.014

⌧ ! eµµ
p|Y⌧e|2 + |Ye⌧ |2 < 0.66

electron g � 2 Re(Ye⌧Y⌧e) [�2.1 . . . 2.9]⇥ 10�3

electron EDM |Im(Ye⌧Y⌧e)| < 1.1⇥ 10�8

⌧ ! µ�
p|Y⌧µ|2 + |Yµ⌧ |2 < 1.6⇥ 10�2

⌧ ! 3µ
q

|Y 2

⌧µ + |Yµ⌧ |2 < 0.52

muon g � 2 Re(Yµ⌧Y⌧µ) (2.7± 0.75)⇥ 10�3

muon EDM Im(Yµ⌧Y⌧µ) �0.8 . . . 1.0

µ ! e�
�|Y⌧µY⌧e|2 + |Yµ⌧Ye⌧ |2

�

1/4
< 3.4⇥ 10�4

Table I: Constraints on flavor violating Higgs couplings to e, µ, ⌧ for a Higgs mass mh = 125 GeV

and assuming that the flavor diagonal Yukawa couplings equal the SM values (see text for details).

For the muon magnetic dipole moment we show the value of the couplings required to explain the

observed �aµ (if this is used only as an upper bound one has
p

Re(Yµ⌧Y⌧µ) < 0.065 at 95%CL).

were set equal to their respective SM values
�

Yµµ

�

SM

= mµ/v,
�

Y⌧⌧

�

SM

= m⌧/v. Similar

bounds on FV Higgs couplings to quarks are collected in Table II.

We first give more details on how the bounds in Tables I and II were obtained and then

move on to predictions for the allowed sizes of the FV Higgs decays.

A. Constraints from ⌧ ! µ�, ⌧ ! e� and µ ! e�

The e↵ective Lagrangian for the ⌧ ! µ� decay is given by

L
e↵

= cLQL� + cRQR� + h.c. , (11)

7

many 
processes to 
consider...



Meson Mixing
Meson mixing’s powerful.
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Figure 7: Two representative diagrams through which flavor violating Higgs Yukawa couplings can

contribute to neutral meson mixing.

the reach of the LHC as we shall show in Sec. V. The allowed sizes of these two decay widths

are comparable to the sizes of decay widths into nonstandard decay channels (such as the

invisible decay width) that are allowed by global fits [38]. If there is no significant negative

contribution to Higgs production through gluon fusion, one has BR(h ! invisible) . 20%,

while allowing for arbitrarily large modifications of gluon and photon couplings to the Higgs

constrain BR(h ! invisible) . 65% [38]. These two bounds apply without change also to

BR(h ! ⌧µ), BR(h ! ⌧e) and BR(h ! eµ).

In contrast to decays involving a ⌧ lepton, the branching ratio for h ! eµ is extremely

well constrained by µ ! e� and µ ! e conversion bounds, and is required to be below

BR(h ! eµ) . 2⇥ 10�8, well beyond the reach of the LHC.

IV. HADRONIC FLAVOR VIOLATING DECAYS OF THE HIGGS

We next consider flavor violating decays of the Higgs to quarks. We first discuss two-body

decays to light quarks, h ! b̄d, b̄s, s̄d, c̄u, and then turn to FV three body decays mediated

by an o↵-shell top, h ! t̄⇤c ! Wb̄c and h ! t̄⇤u ! Wb̄u as well as FV top decays to t ! ch

and t ! uh. Our limits are summarized in Table II.
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Technique Coupling Constraint

D0 oscillations [39]
|Yuc|2, |Ycu|2 < 5.0⇥ 10�9

|YucYcu| < 7.5⇥ 10�10

B0

d oscillations [39]
|Ydb|2, |Ybd|2 < 2.3⇥ 10�8

|YdbYbd| < 3.3⇥ 10�9

B0

s oscillations [39]
|Ysb|2, |Ybs|2 < 1.8⇥ 10�6

|YsbYbs| < 2.5⇥ 10�7

K0 oscillations [39]

Re(Y 2

ds), Re(Y
2

sd) [�5.9 . . . 5.6]⇥ 10�10

Im(Y 2

ds), Im(Y 2

sd) [�2.9 . . . 1.6]⇥ 10�12

Re(Y ⇤
dsYsd) [�5.6 . . . 5.6]⇥ 10�11

Im(Y ⇤
dsYsd) [�1.4 . . . 2.8]⇥ 10�13

single-top production [40]

p

|Y 2

tc|+ |Yct|2 < 0.54
p

|Y 2

tu|+ |Yut|2 < 0.23

t ! hj [41]

p

|Y 2

tc|+ |Yct|2 < 0.34
p

|Y 2

tu|+ |Yut|2 < 0.34

D0 oscillations [39]

|YutYct|, |YtuYtc| < 7.6⇥ 10�3

|YtuYct|, |YutYtc| < 2.2⇥ 10�3

|YutYtuYctYtc|1/2 < 0.9⇥ 10�3

neutron EDM [29] Im(YutYtu) < 4.4⇥ 10�8

Table II: Constraints on flavor violating Higgs couplings to quarks. We have assumed a Higgs mass

mh = 125 GeV, and we have taken the diagonal Yukawa couplings at their SM values.

A. Flavor violating Higgs decays into light quarks

Flavor violating Higgs couplings to quarks can generate flavor changing neutral currents

(FCNCs) at tree level, see Fig. 7 (a), and are thus well constrained by the measured Bd,s �
B̄d,s, K0 � K̄0 and D0 � D̄0 mixing rates. Integrating out the Higgs generates an e↵ective

weak Hamiltonian, which for Bd � B̄d mixing is

H
e↵

= Cdb
2

(b̄RdL)
2 + C̃db

2

(b̄LdR)
2 + Cdb

4

(b̄LdR)(b̄RdL) . (28)
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Top Flavor Violation
But, top decays are interesting:

10-2 10-1 100

10-2

10-1

100

»Yqt » Hq = c, u L

»Y tq
»Hq

=
c,
uL

10-1

10-2

10-3

10-4

10-5

10-6

0.5

10-1

10-2

10-3

10-4

10-5

BRHhÆt *q L
BRHtÆhq L
BRHtÆhcL limitHarXiv:1207.6794L

single
top

bound
on»Y

ct »,»Y
tc »

single
top

bound
on»Y

ut »,»Y
tu »

Figure 8: Predictions for various flavor changing neutral current (FCNC) processes mediated by the

flavor violating Yukawa couplings Yct, Ytc or Yut, Ytu of a 125 GeV Higgs boson. Where appropriate,

we have approximated the diagonal Yukawa couplings by their Standard Models values. Blue

dashed contours indicate the branching ratio for h ! t⇤q, red solid contours the one for t ! hq

(where q denotes a charm or up quark). The red dotted line is a recent limit on t ! hc (or hu)

from an LHC multi lepton search [41].

Strong constraints on Yqt and Ytq are also obtained from the non-observation of anomalous

single top production. The flavor violating chromomagnetic operators

L
single top

� gs
mh

t̄�µ⌫(tqg,LPL + tqg,RPR)
�a

2
q Ga

µ⌫ , (34)

are generated trough loop diagrams similar to Fig. 1, but with leptons replaced by quarks

and the photon replaced by a gluon. Here gs is the strong coupling constant, �a are the Gell-

Mann matrices, Ga
µ⌫ is the gluon field strength tensor, and tqg,L, tqg,R are dimensionless

e↵ective coupling constants which depend on Yqt and Ytq according to

tqg,L =
1

96⇡2

mt

mh

YttY
⇤
tq

⇣

� 4 + 3 log
m2

h

m2

t

⌘

. (35)

The analogous expression for tqg,R is obtained by replacing Y ⇤
tq ! Yqt and Ytt ! Y ⇤

tt .

Limits on tqg,L, tqg,R have been derived by the CDF and DØ collaborations [40, 42]

and most recently by ATLAS [43]. In the notation of [43], we have |tgf |/⇤ ⌘
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Back to the Curiosity List...

How much of it can intensity 
experiments shed light on?



Curiosity List (incomplete)
Is there any physics beyond the standard model?

What sets the EW scale? Is it natural?

Is the world supersymmetric?

Is it the Higgs boson?

What is Dark Matter?

Is there a dark sector?

What is Dark Energy?

Can the CC be natural?

Are we part of a Universe or a Multiverse?

What sets the fermion masses?

Why is there more matter than anti-matter?

Are neutrinos their own anti-particles?

Are there sterile Neutrinos?

Do neutrino interact in a non standard way?

What solves strong CP? 

Is there an axion? Is it Dark matter?

How many space-time dimensions do we live in?

Do the forces unify?

Is CP violated Beyond CKM? where?

....... 
LBNE EDMs QFV
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